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The College Where | Taught Post-Graduate Classes Firg¢
Dr. Bratwma Dulle Shary,,

Professor Emerityq
Hi-Tech Institute of Technology, Ghaziabad, | p

It was on the 5th of August 1965 that |
joined D. A. V. Post-Graduate College.
Bulandshahr as a Lecturer in English. When |
Joined the College, Mr. Maharaj Singh was o
a leng leave and Dr. A. N. Johri was functioning
as Head of the Department of English. The other teachers in the
Department were Mr. R.P. Bharadwaj and Mr. Ali Athar. | taught the
Essay paper in M. A Final and Ancient Poetry in M. A Previous.
Among the poets prescribed in the course, there were G. Chaucer.
E. Spenser, John Donne, John Milton, Thomas Gray, W. Collins ang
a few more. | had read the complete dramas of Shakespeare before
joining this college. | was reading ‘Paradise Lost then. | tried to
read the complete works of G. Chaucer also and | read some of the
Tales including those of the Knight, the Miller and the Reave. | was
23 then. Actually, | resolved | would teach a poet -only after | had
read his complete works. The task has not been completed to this
day. It was Dr. A. N. Johri who initiated me into writing and we
jointly undertook the task of editing John Webster's drama ‘The

Duchess of Malfi'. This book of ours was published by M/S Kitab
Ghar Gwalior.

| also remember most of my students of that year: V. K. Singh,
Munna Lal Sharma, Fateh Vir Singh Azad, Sushma Rani, Daya
Mittal, Manju Bhargava, Karuna Sharma, Urmila Kaushik, and Pratibha
Gupta. If | have not mentioned other names, it does not mean |
have forgotten them. V. K. Singh became a lecturer in a Degree
College, Sushma Rani is Head, Department of English, A. K. P.

Post-Graduate College, Hapur, Pratibha Gupta joined D. A. V. Col-
lege, Bulandshahr itself as a Lecturer in History.

D. A. V. Post-Graduate College, Bulandshahr is also my alma
mater. | did my graduation from this college. | was only 15 when |
joined this college as a student of B A Part | in July 1957. It was
a degree college then. It became 2 post-graduate college in 1959-
60. At that time the college had no building of its own and it was ar
-Tun in some tin-shaded rooms borrowed from D.AV. Inter College, ji

Bulandshahr. Dr. M. S. Natrajan was the Principal of the college : Mr.
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Pauranik and Mr. B. K. Kansal taught us English; Shri H. S.

"Harendra Shastri and Dr. Shri Ram Sharma taught us Hindi; and

Mr. K. P. Saxena and Chaudhary Har Lal Singh taught us Political
Science. Mr. Pauranik was B. A. Hons. from Oxford University. He
taught us, among other things, Wiliam Shakespeare’s comedy ‘As
You Like It' and made it so interesting that we felt the comedy was
being staged before us. It was from Mr. Pauranik that we learnt that
Shakespeare used to play the part of Adam in the play ‘As You Like
It', that in the dramatic company of Shakespeare, there were two
boy actors who used to play the part of women, that one of them
was taller than the other, that the taller of the two used to play the
part of the tall girl like Rosalind and the shorter of the two used to
play the part of the short girl like Celia; that Shakespeare makes his
heroine disguise herseif as a boy because the boy actor who played
the part of the heroine felt more comfortable in the male attire.

Mr. Pauranik had joined D.A.V. College after he had retired.
But he was quite energetic and agile. He kept standing on the dais
throughtout the period and showed not even an inclination to sit in
his chair. He spoke English so fluently that he likened his speed of
teaching to the speed of a racing train. He used to say to us:
“Whenever something is not clear to you, immediately stand up and
say to me, The train cannot go further.. The students had nick-
named him ‘Daddy’, perhaps because he was the oldest teacher in
the college then.

| was a very shy boy at that time and rarely spoke to anybody
but my old classfellows from Jahangirabad. One day Mr. Pauranik
gave us a composition test on the topic, if | correctly remember,
“The Recollections of my Childhood Days”. When Mr. Pauranik
showed us our evaluated scripts, he announced, “Brahnma Dutta
Sharma has done best as there is not even a single mistake in his
composition. He has been awarded A+. And he is the only boy to
get that grade.” Then he asked who Brahma Dutta Sharma was. |
stood up and everyone in the class clapped and cheered me. But
Mr. Pauranik was surprised to see me and said, “You are Brahma
Dutta Sharma?” Perhaps he did not expect a silent boy like me to
do well in the test.

In the half-yearly examination |1 did so well in the paper of
Political Science that one day Mr. K. P. Saxena, while calling the
rolls, asked, “Who is Brahma Dutta Sharma?” | stood up and said
| was Brahma Dutta Sharma. Then he announced, “This is not a
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police enquiry. but he has answered his questions in the examina.
tion very well’ On finding my answers to be unusually good, Mr. B
K Kansal went to the extent of making a remark to the sense that
he alwayvs expected me to turn out to be a promising S'tudem_
However | was not able to get attractive marks In tf_lf_a _Umv_ersny
examination  And that fact has caused me a lot of hl_:mmanon N my
life Had | become complacent with my performance in the hajf-
vearly examination? Did | let myself be detracted towards non-
academic affairs? Had | become too confident?

In the vear 1958-59 when I, came to B. A. Part I, Dr. Ly
Bahadur Saxena joined the college as its Principal. He'was a man
of History. In his first address to us, he told us the history of the
town of Bulandshahr - he told us that Bulandshahr was called
Bulandshahr on account of its location on a hillock. Only a few
months after joining the college he was awarded the degree of D.
Litt. For this achievement of his, he was spoken of by students in
highly appreciative terms. Though | knew very little about research
in those days. | too began of becoming D. Litt. some day. This
dream of mine was realized 28 years later when Meerut University,
Meerut conferred the degree of D. Litt. on me on my thesis ‘The
Projection of the Oriental Philosophies in the Beat Writers'.

Mr. Maharaj Singh joined the college as Head of the Depart-
ment of Engiish in the session 1958-59. That very year Mr. Mitthan
Singh too joined the college as a lecturer in English. Mr. Maharaj
Singh taught us Shakespeare’'s ‘Macbeth’, and Mr. Mitthan Singh
taught us Bernard Shaw’s drama ‘Arms and the Man’, and Thomas
Hardy's novel The Mayor of Casterbridge’. | still remember how he
told us that impulsiveness was Henchard's tragic flaw. It was then
that | learnt how Bernard Shaw was different from Shakespeare and
how he wrote the dramas of ideas like the Norwegian dramatist
Ibsen. Mr. H. S. Harendra Shastri was not only a marvellous teacher
but also an eloquent speaker. | still remember how interesting
Ramdhari Singh Dinkar's ‘Kurukshetra’ and Maithilisharan Gupta’s
‘Yashodhara' became in his class. Dr. Shri Ram Sharma taught us
Hindi Novel and Drama. By that time the college had acquired it
own building at its present site. The new building had been inaugu-
“rated by the then Vice Chancellor of Agra University, Agra Mr. Kalka gy
Prasad Bhatnagar.

* During the Principalship of Dr. M. S. Natarajan, we heard Hindi
only during the periods of Mr. H. S. Harindra and Dr. Shri Ram ]
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Sharma. In every other period the lectures were delivered in English.
Even outside the class-rooms people liked to converse in English.
But with the arrival of Dr. Lal Bahadur Saxena the flood-gates of
Hindi were opened and most of us switched over to Hindi. Dr. Lal
Bahadur Saxena always addressed us in Hindi. So nobody felt any
complex in using Hindi. Since Dr. M. S. Natarajan was a man of
Economics and Dr. L. B. Saxena was a man of History, | never got
an opportunity to attend the classes of either of these two Principals.

Many of these teachers of ours became Principals later. For
example, Mr. B. K. Kansal became the Principal of Vardhaman

-College, Bijnor; Mr Mitthan Singh became the Principal of Krishak

Degree College, Mawana; Mr. Maharaj Singh became the Principal
of Rana Degree College, Pilkhuwa, though he socn left the post and
came back to D. A. V. College and Dr. H. S. Harindra became the
Principal of Jat College, Baraut. Some of these teachers also got
jobs in universities : Mr. K. P. Saxena, for example, joined Jawahar
Lal Nehru University, Delhi.

Some class-mates of mine also deserve mention. One of them
was Prabhoo Dayal Sharma. He has founded a college of profes-
sional education, namely V. Tech Institute of Integrated Technology,
Bulandshahr. | joined this college as its Principal in September 2004
after my retirement from Kumaun University, Nainital where | worked
as Professor and Head, Department of English from October 1990
to April 2001 and where | also worked as Campus Director, D. S. B.

Campus, Kumaun University.

A o 2 o

1 developed friendly relations with some other class-mates of
mine. They included Jang Bahadur Sharma, Jagdish Chandra Sharma,
Chandra Pal Sharma and Madan Pal Sharma. As a matter of fact,
all of them were my room-partners at one stage or the other. Jang
Bahadur Sharma later became an Advocate; Jagdish Chandra Sharma
later became”a teacher in Delhi; Chandra Pal Sharma retired as
Reader & Head, Department of Hindi, Rana Post-Graduate College,
Plkhuwa and Madan Pal Sharma retired as Principal, N. A. S.
College, Meerut, Harish Prasad Kaushik was another friend of mine.
He retired as Head, Department of Political Science, A. S. Degree
College, Lakhaoti. ®
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Treatment of the World War Il in ManolLa_E
Malgonkar’s novel ‘A Bend in the Ganges’
:b»’&. WIAM g&@tm

Head, Department of Postgraduaye Studieg
& Research in English

D.A.V. (P.G.) College, Bulandshahy

In India. there was a mixed reaction to the World War Il. The colonig|
India was forced to side with the British. The Indian soldiers went away to
.face and fight the Fascist menace. Even the leaders of the Freedom Move-
ment, in spite of their earlier bitter experiences of the First World War, lent
support to their masters. The unquestionable leader of the freedom struggle,
Mahatma Gandhi sympathised with the Britishers and said “We do not
seek independence out of Britain’s ruin.” However, it was in later stages
that they realised the delicacy of the situation and embarked upon, a na-
tion-wide movement, the ‘Quit India Movement.” It started on August 8,
1942. Indians were placed on the horns of dilemma. The servile stood with
the British Imperialism. The young enthusiasts sympathised and sided with
the, what they felt and believed, liberating Japanese forces. A large num-
ber of Indians harboured friendly feelings for Japan because of Netaji
Subash Chandra Bose. Percival Spear, judiciously, expresses this strangely
divided India and states that the “opinion was divided between demo-
cratic disapproval of Hitler and Nazism and nationalist suspicion of
. British and French imperialism. Left wing Congressmen who followed
Nehru while critical of Germany were suspicious of Britain. The fol-
lowers of Bose with his authoritarian leaning were inclined to wait
with some expectancy. The country as a whole was far more detached
in attitude than it had been in 19142

Marxism let Netaji to have contacts with the revolutionaries. He re-
jected the demand for Dominion status. The Congress pleaded for it on the
strength of the Nehru-Report. Bose advocated forcefully for complete in-
dependence. He respected Gandhi but abhored and condemned his ideol-
ogy and the policy of compromise. His socialist views captured the atten-
tion and imagination of the younger section of the Congress. Bose caused
annoyance in Gandhian circles by trying to stiffen the opposition of the
Congress Party to any compromise with Britain. Bose wanted to exploit the pif
Britain’s peril to secure freedom. Gandhi and Nehru opposed the very idea
~of taking advantage of an imminent and inevitably Britain Germany con-
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flict. Bose-Gandhi differences came to the fore and resulted in Bose's form-
ing the Forward Block. Expelled from the Congress, Bose, who saw the
British perfidy to the bones, finally and miraculously, escaped from India to
lead an army-against the British.

Japan entered the war in December 1941. Its excellent success at
Singapore in February 1942 and in Malaya and the then Burma, brought
India within the range of actual hostilities. Japan occupied Rangoon in
March 1942. The Indians greeted these victories of Japan. They saw in
them the victory for India and Netaji Subhash Chand Bose. The Congress

.set up organizations throughout the country in order to serve the people
against a possible Japanese invasion. Thus, India, like the rest of the world,
was divided into two camps-Pro-Japan and Pro-British.

Manohar Malgonkar, in his ‘A Bend in the Ganges’ refers to the
incidents of World War Il on the Indian soil. He shows the fear and enthu-
siasm of the people, the movements of the Japanese forces, the British
resistance and the mood of the people of India during those troubled days.
Malgonkar explains the British fear and precaution about the war affairs
elaborately in describing the letters addressed to the prisoners in Andaman.
The Irish Superintendent, Mulligan did not like prisoners reading the war-
news in their letters. Ghosh Babu, a Bengali head-clerk, in his instructions
to Gian Talwar, a lifer with obedience to the crown, makes it clear emphati-
cally, “Hold back anything that says anything about war. Mulligan sahib
is most strict about that.”® The movement of the Indian armies to combat

the menace of the World War is suggested by Sundari’s letter to her brother
Debi Dayal in Cellular Jail, Port Blair, Andaman Islands. “Gopal’s regi-
ment has been mobilized and he is likely to be called upon soon.”
Any letter referring to war invited serious objection from Mulligan. Gian
Talwar could not hand over Sundari’s letter to Debi, for, it contained refer-
ence to war and Gopal, Sundari’'s husband, a military officer. Through the
depiction of Gian’s dilemma, Malgonkar shows the strictness imposed by
the war. “He wished the letter had not contained the reference to some
one joining a regiment and to the regiment being mobilized; for that
would have to be cut out.”s Mulligan objected to every mail that spoke of
war and German victories. The Indian prisoners in the Andaman Island
hailed German triumph. People, there, sided with the Germans. Mulligan,
at in his objection to the letters speaking of German victories, says to Gian:

di “No, we can’t overlook that sort of thing, the way rumours spread
tJ in this place. Every one seems to want the demand Germans to win
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so they'll be set free. You don’t know what the Germans do with thej,

prisoners. How they heard about the bombing of England. | T";Jn’t imag.
ine. ....Listening to them talk, you'd think the whole Royal Navy hag

been sank. And now they know all about Dunkirk.”

The statement of the Superintendent tells many a-n InC.Iden"[ of the
World War 1. Germans's historic bombing of England, their major victorieg
the Indian people's euphoria and joy for German triumphsfall ’Fhese things
are beautifully delineated. Mulligan, however, sees no objection. In an In-
dian joining the army. He finds “Nothing wrong with that. | wish more
Indians would, instead of damning the government.’”

Malgonkar, in great detail, portrays the effect of war on prisoners on
the island. The war told upon the living of the prisoners: “In the beginning,
the war meant nothing to the convicts; it obtruded on their lives only

-in odd little ways: their lighting-up time was curtailed, their ration of
molasses was cut, worms began appearing in their boiled rice and
weevils in their chappaties-dark brown specks which looked like se-
some seeds, tasted like sour mud and blistered their tongues.

The regular ships from India had stopped and there were no fresh
chalans. Ships had to be diverted to tasks more important than trans-
porting criminals to the Cellular jail. ... Now news of home came only
in letters brought by itinerant shops, letters that were mutilated by an
ever-tigtening censorship.”®

Malgonkar shows the multi-dimensional changes brought about by
the war in a vivid way. “Spurned by the war itself, those outside its
main current strove to prove their zeal.”® The law in the colony was
enforced with unprecedented sternness. A determined attempt was made
to show that despite reverses of the war, the British Empire was as endur-
ing as the sun and the hills, the convicts, in the Cellular jail, saw and felt the
impact of war clearly. Their working hours were stepped up, privileges cut
down and punishment stiffened.

Malgonkar, through the convicts, shows the psychology of the times.
There appeared a slogan, inscribed in charcoal, on the wall of a calvert. It
read “Hitler-Ki Jai Angrez Muradabad.”" The entire jail felt fascinated.
The fascination increased rapidly. The prison grape vine, suddenly, sprang
to activity. It was rampant with rumours. The whispers of crushing defeats
suffered by great armies, mass sinking of mighty ships, teeming cities flat-
tened down by bombs raining from hundreds of aeroplanes, the proud coun-
tries overrun and subjugated by a world conqueror, Hilter-all these things

(29)




pervaded the place.

‘A Bend in the Ganges’ shows the hopes and aspirations of many
Indians rising with the news of repeated German conquests. The defeats
of the Allies brought hope, wild and unreasoning that any day, the British

“would collapse and their empire fall. The atrocities perpetrated by the Brit-
ish would come to an end. Hitler, in the imagination of the people, became
the saviour. He assumed the form of “some alien God, who had come to
liberate the oppressed, an avtaar of Vishnu.”"" The novelist, however,
does not show any partisanship to the Germans. He presents a dispas-
sionate view of Indians towards the great war. The learned and under-
standing did not share the views of the prisoners. Debi Dayal, emphatically
states that “l don’t want the Germans, they are just as bad as the Brit-
ish.”12 The English officers were never tired of praising their country and
their might. They kept reiterating that “the British army was immense,
powerful, its resources inexhaustible; they had all the troops that were
needed for the growing appetite of the war, to fight in Europe and
Africa and the Arab countries and to spare.””

The hectic preparation to raise the camp for the battalions to move In

-on the island to fight the fast-marching Japanese forces throws light on the

victories recorded by the Asian Country in the neighbourhood of India. The
novel records the advances of Japan:

“The enemy from a thousand miles away had sprung into action.
Pearl Harbour was flattened. Indo-China, Malaya, the Dutch East Indies,
crumbled like-mud house in a monsoon flood and disappeared, leav-
ing sad little heaps of unrecognizable debris and thick, oily bubbles

on the surface.
The new year came, and every day brought the enemy closer

and closer.”"
- To the prisoners of the Cellular Jail the way things were shaping and
the nearing Japanese forces offered the best chance of deliverance. The
news of Japanese having captured Rangoon delighted them. The Rangoon
. radio, in a special broadcast for the colony, promised deliverance to all the
convicts and handing over of the British 01! Cials to the prisoners. The Birit-
ish made a plan to escape from and abandon the island. The Japanese
Cll brothers were cordially greeted on the island with the tumultuous slogan
il “Japan-Hind, bhai bhai.”** Malgonkar presents a vivid account of the Japa-

nese activities on the island. Debi's fear that the Japanese were, in no
d way, better than the Britishers came true. Anything bearing of British occu-
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pation was ruthlessly eradicated. The Japanese officer felt proud of liberat-
Ing the people of Malaya and Burma from the British, of Indo-China from
the French, and the Dutch Empire from the Dutch. He unfolded .th.e plan of
liberating India, Ceylon and Australia. He referred to Indians joining the
Indian National Army.

The novel presents the picture of Rangoon after the Britishers’
unceremonially quitting it. They left Rangoon, almost casually, like tenants
vacating the house. Even in their hurriedly leaving Rangoon, they tried to
destroy whatever they had laboured to build. They did not care for the
people they left behind. Through Debi Dayal, the protagonist, Malgonkar
shows the disillusion with the Japanese. The Japanese did everything to
humiliate the British. Debi found the Japanese uneasy companions-"They
were ruthless, overbearing and cruel far more cruel than the British
could ever be...."'s. The novelist gives a long list of the cruelties perpe-
trated upon the vanquished people by the Japanese. Debi finds it “diffi-
cult to reconcile their flagrant disregard for the other prisoners in the
Andamans, or for the unfortunate Burmese citizens here in Rangoon,
with their scraping and bowing, their toothy smiles, their excessive
courtesy. He had seen coolies mercilessly flogged for minor
dismeanours, by strutting, jack-booted soldiers; respectable men and
women, press-ganged into a sweeper corps to clean the city’s streets;
he had been horrified by the callousness, glee, almost, with which
they bayoneted their prisoners, and had squirmed at the tortures they
inflicted on any one they suspected of working against their inter-
ests.”” Describing the disasterous British engagements with the Japa-
nese, Malgonkar remarks; “Whatever they had come up against the
Japanese, they had been routed. More often they had preferred to
withdraw, without even offering a fight, so that even their staunch
supporters had turned against them.”*® The Indian soldiers under the

Japanese took it to be great honour to fight side by side with them. They
took the Japanese to be saviours. They expected them to liberate India.
They were determined to destroy everyone that stood between them and
Delhi. Delhi was their destination. They took it to be their duty to welcome
as friends anyone who is out to destroy the British nation-the Germans, the
Japanese. All patriots, they believed, must assist them, and fight on their
side. - dar
In a dispassionate analysis, Malgonkar peeps into the inhuman ac- Gl
tivities indulged in, both, by the Britishers and the Japanese. To his dis-
may, he finds little difference between the two. He observes that “there
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was little to choose between two brands of conquerors. Which was
more repellent, the ugly blotches showing through the white or the
flagrant yellow of the Japanese.’"

The march of the vanquished refugees from Burma disgraced the
British. The withdraw! and the most partisan British concern were far more
callous and shocking than the massacre of Jallianwala. “An arrogant, un-
balanced, bitter man on the spot, ordering his machine gunners to
mow-down a mob was somehow less evil than were the authorities in
Burma, where a government, its mask of respectability and self -righ-
teousness torn away by a shattering military defeat, had been exposed
as an ugly spectre, making the starkest distinction between brown
and white.”? The British saved only the white. The colour of the skin,
suddenly, sprang to importance. The British did not mind others being
slaughtered by the Japanese. White skin assumed the essential qualifica-
tion for being evacuated. The act of discrimination was shocking. The Brit-
ish tradition of fairness received a great set back in their handling of the
Burma evacuation. The White Burma government carried out an organized
evacuation of the families of its officials leaving the Indians to feud for
themselves. The Burmese hated the Indians more than they did the Brit-
ish. Paniced by the Burmese hooligans, they turned refugees and poured
out of the country in thick swarms, choking the roads. Their plight was

" pathetic, “On the way they died like flies; they were butchered by Bur-

mese strong-arm men for their little trinkets, decimated by cholera,
small pox, dysentery and malaria; their womenfolk were taken by any-
one who fancied them.”?' Hunger destroyed them.

Malgonkar shows the Japanese attack on the city of Bombay. A tiny
black cloud towered high over Malabar Hill. The docks had gone. It was
devastation all round. The Bombay explosion was kept a tight secret. No
one was supposed to know anything about it. “The newspapers were
forbidden to publish reports or pictures, even the casuality figures
were a secret.”’? |t was, indeed, one of the greatest disasters of the war. -
The Empire looked ready to fall like a ripe mango into the hands of the
waiting Japanese.

Malgonkar furnishes in detailed ana absorbing account of the impact
and incidents of the World War Il on the Indian soil. He shows the cruelties
perpertrated by the British and the Japanese the shamefully partisan evacu-
ation handling by the British from Burma was a disgrace to the British tradi-

[ tion. The Japanese presence on the Indian soil through several countries

o
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om the Indians fighting for their free-

dom. Malgonkar peeps into the many tacets of the war and, in a faithful

' ' tion and subse-
ins the might of the Japanesée and their occupation
o B ; The Japaneseée ambitious slogan

f the British possessions. ; .
o the march e : the British tyranny is beautifully

of the march to Delhi and of humbling
emphasized upon. The story of the novel runs smoothly through the facts

of history.

of Asia received a mixed reaction fr
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ATET & e @mure Nfy

(India’s Foreign Trade Policy)
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Effectiveness of Poverty Alleviation
Programmes in India
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Introduction

Poverty is a situation in which a person is unable to get
minimum basic necessities of life, food, clothing and shelter. It refers

to get the minumum consumption requirement of life, health ang
efficiency.

Poverty is determined on the basis of poverty line. According to
Planning Commision of India, persons spending Rs.454 on consumption
in urban areas and Rs. 328 in rural areas per month should be
treated as falling within the poverty line. The number of persons living
below poverty line in 1999-2000 was estimated to be 26.02 crores

Among them 19.32 crores are living in rural areas and 6.7 crores in
urban areas.

There are some causes .of poverty in India. First is, under
utiiisation of natural resources. A large part of our water, forest,
energy and mineral resource is either unutilised or under utilised.

Second is, backwardness of agriculture :— Inadequate supply
of water, costly fertilisers, HYV seeds and low level of technology are

main reasons for backwardness of agriculture. As a result, farm
productivity is low in India.

Third is Wide spread unemployment :— Poor and middle class
of society is forced to live in pressure because of continuous rise in

“process of mass consumption goods. So a large section of people
have been thrown below the poverty line.

Fifth is Rapid Rise in Population :- The size of

_ Fift Api India’s popula-
tion is big and it is also increasing at a very rapid rate. But the level
of per capita income and consumption is not increasing much.

Social factors like literacy, ,
and caste system are also re
ridden people, and last is ine
decades, many poverty allev

Poverty Alleviation Programmes :—

large size of family, low inheritance
sponsible for prevalence of poverty
ffective planning. - In the past five
lation programmes were prepared. G

il

The strategy of direct assaylt on poverty through rural develop-
ment and rural employment programmes is of recent origin. Only with
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the Fifth plan, poverty alleviation came to be accepted as one of the
. principal objective of economic planning in this country. During the
seventies, number of special programmes for the rural poor were
-undertaken of which the important ones were : Small Farmers’ Devel-
opment Agency (SFDA), Marginal Farmers and Agricultural Labourers’
Development Agency (MFAL) Drought-Prone Areas Programme (DPAP),
Crash Scheme for Rural Employment (CSRE), Pilot Intensive Rural
Employment Project (PIREP) and Food for Work Programme (FWP).
None of these programmes comprehensively covered the whole coun-
try, though ir certain parts of the country, some of these programmes
operated simultaneously for the same target groups. Apart from this
territorial overlap, the major limitation of these programmes was that
they were reduced to mere subsidy-giving programmes, lacking any
planned approach to enable the rural poor achieve a higher level of
income. The element of adhocism in these programmes further
reduced their effectiveness from the point of view of poverty allevia-
tion. Hence, the need was felt for undertaking programmes which

were not only far more comprehensive in coverage but could also
.make a direct assault on rural poverty.

The Latter Phase - Comprehensive Programmes :—

The Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP), The Na-
tional Rural Employment Programme (NREP) and the Rural Landless
Employment Guarantee Programme (RLEGP) were conceived keeping
the objective of poverty alleviation in view. The IRDP was initially
started in 1978-79 in 2,300 development block as a programme of
total development. In sixth plan, the IRDP was extended to the entire
coutry. The NREP also commenced at the same time as part of the
sixth plan and aimed at helping that segment of population which
depended largely on wage employment and had virtually no source of
income during the lean agricultural period. The RLEGP was launched
on August 15, 1983, with the objective of expanding the employment
opportunities for the rural landless. However, with a view to make the
implementation of these wage employment programmes more effec-

“tive, NREP and RLEGP were merged into a single rural employment
progrémme since April 1, 1989. The merged programme was named
Jawahar Rozgar Yogana (JRY). Some other programmes aiming at
poverty alleviation are: Programme of Development of Women and

Gif Children in Rural Areas, the Employment Assurance Scheme, the
National Social .Assistance Programme, the Swarna Jayanti Shahari

l Rozgar Yojana and Prime Minister's Rozgar Yojana. Although infor-

paf Mation is now available regarding the number of beneficiaries under
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these programmes, it IS difficult to assess their impact on the
incidence of poverty. |

The IRDP conceived as anit-poverty programme aimed g

ers landless labourers. It wag

helping the small and marginal farm

thought by the planners that these people were poor becguse they

possessed neither any productive assets nor any spec‘lal skill. There.

fore, the IRDP was designed to help the poor by creating New assets
de source of irrigation, bullocks

for them. These assets would inclu i
ds and fertilizers for farming,

and implements beside input like see ril
animals for dairy and other animal husbandry activities and tools ang

training for cottage industries and handicrafts. The basic strategy was

self-employment of the poor with the help of these assets so that
they manage to eamn enough to rise above the poverty line. During

the Sixth Plan while the IRDP was concerned with the certain of new
assets in the case of poor, the skill endorsement aspect was covered

under the Training of Youth for Self-Employment (TRYSEM). The
Programme Evaluation Organisation of the Planning Commisssion
(PEO), the RBI. the NABARD and the Institute for Financial Manage-
ment evaluated the performance of the IRDP during the first half of

the 1980s.

At present, special programmes for employment generation are

being implemented both in rural and urban areas for the purpose of
poverty alleviation. The programmes for the rural poor include : Swam
Jayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojna (SGSY), Jawahar Gram Samridhi
Yojna (JGSY). Recently a new scheme known as Employment Assur-
ance Scheme (EAS) and Pradhan Mantri Grammoday Yojna (PMGY)
were launched in 1999 and 2001 respectively. The objective of these
scheme was to create wage employment for families below poverty

line and improving the quality of life there.

Strategy of Poverty Alleviation :—

A careful examination of the poverty alleviation programmes
reveqls that the planners have made the assumption that the poor
constitute a homogeneous category. The planners made no attempt
to segment the group in terms of common characteristics and their
requirements.

. The Planning Commission setup in 1950 has been formulating
Five Year Plans for India’s development taking on overall view of the
needs and resources of the country.
| Thg firlst five year Plan (1951-56) aimed at achieving rapid
industrialisation of the economy and bringing about greater equality I
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income and wealth for the establishment of a socialistic pattern of
society in India. It focused on the growth of basic and heavy
industries, expansion in employment opportunities and increase of 25

percent in the national income. This plan increased by 12.5 percent
in price level.

The Third five year Plan (1961-66) aimed at securing a marked
advance towards self-sustaining growth. Agriculture was once again
given top priority and about 35 percent of the outlay was allocated to
this sector. The Plan aimed at increasing the national income by
about 30 percent and the percapita income by about 17 percent.

The fourth five year Plan (1969-74) aimed at increasing national
income by 5.5 percent creating economic stability, reducing inequali-
ties in income distribution, and achieving social justice with equality.
‘Simultaneous growth of both agricultural and industrial sectors was
fully recognised under the fourth Plan.

The Fifth Five Year Plan (1974-79) was formulated when the
economy was facing severe inflationary pressures. It mainly aimed at
removal of poverty and attainment of self-reliance. The plan also
aimed at an increase in employment opportunities, self-sufficiency,

policy of minimum wages, removal of regional imbalances and en-
couragement of exports.

The Sixth five year plan (1980-85) was formulated after taking
into account the achievements and shortcomings of the past three
decades of Planning. Removal of poverty was the foremost objective
of the plan, even though it recognized that this objective could not be
achived in a short period of five years. This plan made a fairly
convincing success. According to National sample survey, the propor-
tion of people living below the poverty line declined from 48.3 percent
'in 1977-78 to 36.9 percent in 1984-85.

The seventh five year plan (1985-90) had three priorities of
increasing food, work and productivity. The plan aimed at a significant
reduction in the incidence of poverty and an improvement in the
quality of life of the poor. However, this plan also failed to tally in
achieving its targets. There was a severe set back on the agricultural
front, in the manufacturing sector, in creating employment and in the
balance of payments position of the country.

The Eighth five year Plan (1992-97) was supposed to be ori-
ented towards employment generation. The Plan aimed at achieving
B8l an overall GDP growth rate of 5.5 percent of 6.5 percent, agricultural
I growth rate of 5 percent, industrial growth rate 7.5 percent, service
sector growth rate of 8 percent to 10 percent and export growth rate

(52)




of 10 percent. Elimination of poverty was oneé of the major objectivgg

of the eighth plan. :
J P -2002) is described as ambitious

: ive 'vear Plan (1997 -
The Ninth five yea ; st areas are : agriculture, empjoy.

and growth-oriented. The Plan’s thrust @ / .
ment(::J poverty and infrastructure. The ninth plan relies essentially op

the trickle down effects of economic growth for povert):j Tlleviation.
' i ' ‘ , 1975
ounded 20 point programme in July, or
g proverty. s & ploitation, and for the upliftment of

reducing proverty and economic ex >
the weaker sections of the society. But the programme Wwas discon-
tinued with the change of government when the Janta Party became

the ruling party at the centre. But this programme Was restrulctured
and revised in August 1986. This programme aimed at eradicating
poverty, raising productivity, reducing income rnequalftfes! removing
social and economic disparties and improving the quality of life.

State Poverty Alleviation Programmes :—

Several poverty alleviation programmes have been launched by
the state government for the rural poor. The important programmes
currently functioning are : IRDP, TRYSEM, Jawahar Rojgar Yojna for
rural unemployment and under employed, and provides employment
of 50 to 100 days in a year to at least one member in poor family.
NREP, RLEGP, DPAP and DDP are another state poverty alleviation

programmes.
Critical Evaluation of the Poverty Alleviation Programmes :-

The planners have claimed that under the Eighth Plan, strategy
for poverty alleviation was modified keeping in view and past expe-
riences. Hence the new strategy did not suffer from the weaknesses
of the earlier approach. Most economists, however, do not subscribe
to this view. They argue that the basic weaknesses in the approach
-still remain unrecognised at the governmental level. Making critical
evaluation of the planners’ approach to poverty alleviation goal some
economists have pointed out the following limitations :

First, the income generation orientation of poverty alleviation
programmes does not recognise the importance of increased flow of
social inputs through family welfare, nutrition, social security and
minimum needs programmes in alleviating conditions of poverty on a
long-term basis.

Secondly, the programmes have done little for disabled, sick and
socially handicapped individuals who cannot participate in normal
economic activities. The strategy for poverty alleviation has also failed
to do justice to women in intra-family distributions.

(53)




[5|§ tionist poverty a

dar done in the past.

[J]
o

Third '
programmgs: ;Tf;o::%tand ?mploymgnt - oriented poverty alleviation
they can use for b 'tional income in the hands of the poor which
that the: Dost &ai Uylrllg food. But these programmes do not ensure
round for the famil rea_ ly man_age to get adequate food all the year
ot The o y with the mcrgased income because this depends
price, supply ease and time distribution of income.

F
o ;;:f:h; the household approach focussed around self-employ-
the state 0? ses- or’ wage employment guarantees is not correct in
continuing demographic pressure and increasing small-
ness of the size of farm holding.

F(;fthly, the present approach is nearly blind to the existence of
secondary poverty. This condition in which earning would be sufficient

for the maintenance of merely physical efficiency were it not that

some portion of it is_ apsorbed by other expenditure, either useful or
wasteful such as drinking, gambling, inefficient housekeeping.

Sixthly, the poverty line crossing criterion for evaluating the
success of the poverty alleviation programmes is insentive to the
income changes occurring below poverty line.

o Seventhly, many rural poor depend on natural resources for their
livelihood. The government should have taken into consideration the
implications of this environmental decay which unfortunately in the

past it has not done.

Eighthly, the government has failed to make necessary changes
and policies. These laws and policies harm particu-

in anti-poor laws
-timber forest products for their

larly the tribals who depend on non
subsistence and cash income.
Finally, the povery alleviation programmes often ignore the
consequences of the eamning activities of the poor in terms of
occupational health hazards and adverse ecological consequences.

So, the poverty alleviation programmes are unde_rtaken in Ipdia,
the structural constraints are so pervasive that the rich and middle
classes manage to derive tar more benefits than those for whom
these programmes aré apparently meant. The moral of the studies
referred to above thus is that withou-t making a -radlcal change in the
structure, that is the production relations, there is not much hope for

: tries like our own. The interven-
h in the less developed coun ! [
o B lleviation programmes will continue to bypass the

poorest of the poor in the same manner as the economic growth has
®
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Computers in Education — Then and Now
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The Computer is one of the most remarkable developments in
the history of mankind. The quest for a teaching machine has led to
the discovery of various modes of the Computer Assisted Instruction
(CAl) as well as varied used of computer networking for educational

purposes. The present article is an attempt to deal with this aspect of
the usage of computers.

THE COMING OF COMPUTERS

Mankind has made tremendous advancements in every field, more
so since the Industrial Revolution. The most outsanding and rapidly
evolving development is undoubtedly the Computer. It is the outcome of
man’s search for a fast and accurate device that could be used to
“make. detailed mathematical calculations. The use of fingers and toes by
early man, pebbles by Egtyptians and the Abacus used by the
Babylonians in about 2200 B. C. are all ancestors of the modern
Computer. The other major stepping stones were, the use of principles
of logarithms in 1614 A. D. by Napier, and the Logtable by Briggs in
1624. This was the time when different mechanical calculating devices
were being designed like the adding maching by Blaise Pascal in 1647,
multiplication and division machine by Liebnitz in 1673.

Charles Babbage (1822-48) (1822-48) of England and Lady Ada
Lovelace designed the ‘Difference Engine’ and ‘Analytical Engine’ In
1890, Herman Hollerith designed the census machine and started the
‘Tabulating Machine Company’ which later merged with other companies
to form International Business Machine Corporation (IBM).

In early 1943, at the Harvard University in the U.S. A. the first
machine (Known as the Mark — 1 Computer designed by Howard Aiken),
“which, could automatically perform according to pre-programmed instruc-
tions without any manual interference, was demonstrated. It was com-
plex in design and huge in size. The addition of two numbers (upto 23
digits) took 0.3 of a second and multiplication required 4.5 seconds. In
February 1946, the first all electronic computer the ENIAC (Electronic
Numerical Integr.atorl and Calculator) was dedicated by a team led by
Prof. Eckert and Prof. Mauchley of the University of Pennsylvania. It

!'nade use of very high speed vacuum tube switching devices. Although
It was fastest available machine t

hen, yet it was huge and generated
tremendous heat. v . ﬂT

The EDVAC (Electronic Discrete Variable Automatic Computer)
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used acouslic delay lines was folowed by the EDSAC (Electronic Delay
Storage Automatic Calculator) which was the first computer capable of
storllcgcdata and instructions (Cambridge Universal, 1949). In 1950,
UN —1 (Universal Automatic Computer) the first comercially available
computer, was developed by Sperry Rand. All such machines that made
use of vacuum tubes were the First Generation of Computers®. The
Second Generation of Computers (1959 — 1964) made use of transistors,
which were smaller 9the size of a tablet), yet performed the same task
as a large valve, had high speed and increased capacity. However, the
basic component was a discrete of separate individual entity so the

thousands of separate components had to be hand assembled into
functioning circuits.

In 1964, the invention of Integrated Circuit Chips marked the onset
of the Third Generation of Computers (1964-1970). The functions of the
numbers of transistor were put together on a single chip of silicon, as
a result less space and power were required. Since then the computer
industry has recorded a phenomenal growth world wide. At first in
‘Small Scale Integration or SSI'. only about 10 components could be
integrated. As the technique of IC's improved, it became possible to
Comh;)‘snle up to a 100 components known as ‘Medium Scale Integration
or ' '

Today we have Fourth Generation Computers (1970-1977) with
the entire CPU on a single chip, commonly known as the microproces-
“sor, which make use of the ‘Large Scale Integration or LSI’ and the
‘Very Large Scale Integration or VLSI' technology (tens of thousands of
transistors on a single chip, barely 1 sq. cm. in size). This has made
desktop and laptop computers a reality. Ever since, high speed VLSI's
are being made use of for Artificial Intelligence (Al).

COMPUTERS IN_EDUCATION :-

During the times when computer technology was in its infancy, the
concepts of education and classroom instruction were also being revo-
lutionized by more humane concepts and principles of Individualisation
of Instruction. The child or the learner was in focus of all educational
endeavours. Educational psychologists and behaviourists such as B. F.
Skinner introduced the concepts of ‘programmed instruction’ or ‘pro-
grammed learning’. Efforts were on for the quest of tquhing machines
which presupposed that the children could master spec_:mc academic or
educational skills without the direct supervsion of the instructor. It was
presymed that if the scope and sequence of skills was organized
correctly, the students would be motivated by the positive remforc_ement
of continual success and would proceed throygh each level until they
had achieved mastery. The personality interactions between teacher and
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taught could be minmized if not totally eliminated and the process made
more effective.

In the beginning very simple programmes were tried out on the
machines such as those designed to teach basic pattern recognition
skills. On one such machine a figure appeared on a window and the
choices appeared in smaller ones which the child matched. In yet
another teaching machine phonograph supplied additional auditory stimuli
to the student who read the question on the window and wrote the
answer on a strip of paper in a second slot. Thus most machines
printed prestored questions, accepted choices of multiple choice ques-
tions and judged them for correctness.

However, the limitations of the early machine technology hindered
the progress of this concept. These machines not only lacked in sound
technology but were cumbersome, expensive and often out of order.
Most of the machine based tutorial devices proved less than viable for
larger scale development and the idea that they would solve a host of
problems and allow each student to progress through an entire curricu-
lum at his or her own pace without the teacher's indulgence turned out
to be an elusive dream. As a consequence, attention turned towards
the computer.

The first pioneering attempt in Computer assisted instruction some
time in the early 1960’s. When a product called PLATO (Program Logic
for Automatic Operations) was developed in Minnesota as a method of
teaching specific skills through drill and practice and positive reinforce-
ment found to be particularly good for slow learners as they could
proceed at a pace which suited them.

The second landmark was the development of tutorials in arith-
metic in 1966 by Patrick Suppes of Stanford University. This was a Dirill
and Practice programme in elementary mathematics. PLATO Il and
PLATO IV were simulations that enabled the students to feel the
experience as though they were real.

Nevertheless it was only after the advent of low cost microcomput-
ers in 1970 that Computer assisted instruction or CAl finally acquired
potential for mass dissemination of knowledge as PC’s became more
affordable. The inherent attributes of the computer such as :

—round the clock availability;

— capacity to store and process huge amounts of information ;
—cater to a great variety of educational needs;

and

— easily available feedback and assessment automatically made it
‘the most preferred choice.




- f'_I(?Al Covered the whole educational spectrum and so efforts in
€10 of programmed learning gradually transformed into CAI.

COMPUTER NETWORKS%__AND_ COMMUNICATION :—

Besides data anal
communication, where
computer networkin
terminals interconn
without a mainfram
files are shared by
the users to comm

ysis and word processing there is a third area,
Computers may be used, that is by means of
9. A computer network is two or more computer/
ected by one or more transmission paths with or
€ System so that a common set of software or data

a .group of users in addition to providing means for
unicate with each other.
The members of a

L ‘ Computer network need not necessarily be
limited to a given acade

mia or geographical area or be at the same
place at the same time. Network communication may take a variety of
forms from a transfer of files between individuals and/or locations to the
exchange of messages. On the basis of increasing communication
]EJC':ltential the available methods of communication can be classified as
ollows :

File Transfer Protocol (FTP) : -

FTP involves only one user and a minimum of two computers.
Using FTP, an individual connects his or her computer with ancther
computer via a computer network and transfers the file which may be
computer programs, research papers, journals in “electronic form” or any
other information (even very large files). Being in the electronic form all
programs, what are transferred via FTP, are ready for immeduiate use.

Bulletin Board Systems (BBS) :-

The bulletin board system has a menu driven system and availablity
of message exchange (mail box) in addition to simple file transfer. A
single “host” computer acts as collection point for the transfer of
information. It stores the information and operates under the appropriate
BBS software. For information retrieval, an individual must connect to
the host computer which should be fast and should have a large
amount of disk storage available.

Interactive Communication :-

- Networks do not necessarily have to use a mainframe computer
system, however adding a mainframe computer -system may f)xpand a
mainframe. Computer system may expand the region available for
communication. The mainframe computer not only allov_vs_ the network‘to

Gl run more efficiently by being much‘faster and provndmg.bi.gger d-ISk

‘ space, but also allows individuals to interact through e-mail, interactive

messages and joint conferences.
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Electronic Mail (E-MAIL) :- |

. The use of electronic mail is one of the most C
Omputer interaction. Its main advantage is that it is a . .
'S usually informed (upon logging onto the computer) that thre IS mail
waiting. In addition to individuals exchanging messages, It 1S IUSually
possible to send a message to a group of persons. ThiS mayhead to
a seminar-type information exchange. This concept can be then e
panded to a “Continuous Seminar’ or “permanent diSCUSSION when
there are no fixed times of meetings by establishing a computer based
discussion group or list.

Listserv :-

A list server (or listserv) is a software package that facilitates the
communication between members of a discussion group _(sendlng of a
single message to a group). Any mail sent to the discussion address is
automatically distributed by the listserv to all members of the group. For
every listery there is at least one individual indentified as the “owner” of
the list. responsible for the administration and upkeep of the list. It
manages the group’s archive and allows an individual (member and
nonmembers) to examine earlier discussions and may also provide
users with the possibility of file storage and recovery. One can send a
file to the list and make it available to those interested in it without
having to send it to everybody.

‘Electronic_Journals :-

As the degree of control and intervention increases, moderated
lists begin to take the form of an electronic journal. The €lectronic
journal, like its paper counter part, may like to take two forms. An
electronic newsletter, used to announce research opportunities published
on a regular basis and the fully reviewed journal. (The Journal of
Distance Education is one such electronic journal)

Any of these available methods of communication via computer
networks can be utilized for educational purposes.

NETWORKING AND ITS APPLICATION TO EDUCATION :-

Currently it is possible to use computer networks to develop
courses, teach courses, have seminars, and have teachers and students
interact with each other. Such interactions are possible among students
and/or teachers in different states or countries. Depending on the extent
“or area they cater to networks can be of two types. A local area

ommon usages of
ctive and the user

network (or LAN) is one in which computers in different rooms of a [l 3

single building or different buildings on a separate campus (usually 3-
50 nodes) are connected together. A wide area network or WAN

provides connections to distant networks (global) and resources via
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telephone lines and satellites.

Faculty Interactions :-

Computer networks can be used to facilitate communicaltion be-
tween faculty members in different localities. In North Carolina, the
MtproNt-E-t allows teachers to take graduate level courses In earth
science”. Using the network enables the teachers to take Classes

without their actual presence in the classroom and provides support for
classroom instruction.

In future, it would be possible for individuals to use computer
.networks to communicate with textbook authors and publishers about
the nature of textbooks for certain courses and to design unigue Of
personalized texts and other materials for courses. There is also an
observable trend to use discussion lists to locate current research
topics, research results, research papers and technical reports in se-
lected areas (there is an interaction with those currently doing research
in given area rather than an examination of previously done research).
It seems that with the rapid growth in published results, such a form of
communication between researcher will grow and increase research
productivity by eliminating duplicate efforts.

Student Interactions :-

Computer networks can be used to allow students to communicate
and interact with other students outside their immediate geographic
area. Krieg described LAN use at the junior high level to help meet the
school district's computer literacy requirement®. Two projects, KINET and
KIDS-91 have been developed to connect students in classrooms
around the world. A course entitled “The Physics of Space and Time”
was taught utilizing extended computer networks. This course was
offered through the University of West Florida in 1990° It involved 51
students at 9 different universities and high schools. The test for the
course was previously agreed upon and the listserv was used to
synchronize the lecture phase of the course and to assign homework.
The computer network allowed the students to discuss issues related to
the course and ask the course instructors questions.

Faculty at the New Jersey Institute of Technology developed a
course structured to utilize a computer mediated communication system
keeping two objectives in mind. Firstly, to increase the number of ways
students could encounter educational experiences outside the traditional
classroom and secondly, to use collaborative leaming processes to

di improve the quality and effectiveness of education. While it is not clear
5l if an electronic classroom is better or worse than the traditional class-
room, it does seem that the availability of computer based learning
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networks leads tc increased participation between certain groups o
Students®. It was noted that one month after the course was Qompleted
there was still interaction among members of the course. .It IIS easy to
visualize the role of the listserv-type environment in establrsh.mg Cross-
Cultural awareness of students (many listservs have internatlona! Sub-
scribers) Thus, teams of students from different countries could d_|scuss
problems of ecology, culture, society, politics, and other topics of
interest they might come up with.

MODES OF INTERNET BASED LEARNING (IBL) :-

The *heart” of the teaching system is the remote teacher or mentor
who negotiates with and guides and leamer, its “brain” is a multimedia

relational database and its veins and arteries are wide band telecommu-
nications network’. Three modes of IBL have been suggested® :

Mode 1- Entire course material available on the web site and
students can go to any part.

Mode 2- Materials for a weeks’ study are provided. Students do
self-check exercises and interact with peer group as well as instructor
through e-mail. The co-ordinator can again put up a_summary session
at the end of each week. The availability of material is restricted to the
current two weeks to encourage students to follow the recommended
schedule.

Mode 3- The learning material can be presented in smaller, inten-
sive, interactive sessions of 20~30 mimutes each. These sessions would
-have some content available, self-check exercises and links to other
parts of the course etc.

The types of applications that IBL can be made use of are -
1. Tele-counselling :

2. 0On demand examinations

3. On-line examination/evaluations

4. Beverly M. Krieg, T. H. E. Journal, May, 1987, 64-67

5. Tony Mitchell, and Marcin Paprzycki : Proceedings of the 2nd
Annual South Central Small College Computing Conference, PP 1-8,
1991

6. Starr Roxanne Hiltz: T. H. E. Journal, June, 1990

7. T. Hello Battes: School of Computer and Information Sciences
: Information Brochure and Application Form IGNOU 2 Jan 1999

_ 8. M. M. Pant: Perspective in Education 15 Special Issues, pp 33— jui
43, 1999
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Hardy and R. K. Narayan’s Regionalism

Part Time Lecturer, Department of English
D.A.V. (P.G.) College, Bulandshahr

R. K. Narayan and Thomas Hardy—achieved great fameland poOpu-
larity on account of having a heightened sense of locality 1e. Mglgudi
and Wessex. Thomas Hardy's Wessex is particular landscape which is
fully included in his writings. Since the end of the 8th century, there has
been a heightened sense of locality in English literature. The fact. that
Milton was a Londoner, does not have much effect on our appreciation
of ‘Paradise Lost but the fact that Wordsworth was a dalesman of the
lake country. Sir Walter Scott was the first great novelist to make this
modern feeling for the character of places. His Waverly novels are not
only a series of great and moving stories but also a complete portrai-
ture of the Scotland that he knew and loved so well. A service similar
to that which he performed for the Scottish lowlands was rendered Dy
Hardy to certain parts of rural England more than half a century later.

Hardy's eighteen books of fiction deal with Wessex. The word
‘Wessex' was until the last quarter of the 19th century a purely historical
term defining the south western region or the island of Britain that had
been ruled by the West Saxons in early Middle Ages. But since Hardy
unearthed the word and used it in his novels and poems, it has come
to mean more and more people a district to some degree contermines
with the Saxon kingdom populated by characters sprung from the
novelist's imagination. Indeed, Wessex has come 10 mean the whole
culture predominantly rural and pre industrial bound in Hardy’s novels
and poems. So powerful and widely disseminated has been Hardy’'s
‘imaginative creation that even during his life time Wessex was being
used once again in the traffic of everyday life to denote a region of
vague extent in south western England.

The Wessex of Hardy has no very clearly defined limits. Bounded
on the south of the English Channel, it stretches as far west as
Cornwall as far north as Oxford and as far East as Windor. But its
center and true home of Hardy's art is his native country of Dorset.
Dorset is one of the most historic English countries, and in the 19th
century, it was one of the most conservative and backward. When
Hardy was a boy, it was still hardly touched by the great Industrial
revolution. It was a country of sleepy old towns and secluded villages, g
where old custom still survived and where the social fabric had under- sy,
gone the little change for centuries.

In Wessex, the legendary kingdom bequeathed by Alfred where
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including religion.

R K. Narayan, through his novels and short stories ’has _given
Malgudi, a definite identity of its own. It comes to life and lives in the
pages of his novel, changing, growing and developing With \eagh U
cessive novel. Al kinds of people live in this town and by careful
selection of details, Narayan has made microcosm of India as a whole
what happens in Malgudi, happens all over India in every town and
village.

Hardy also gives such type of identity. Foreign culture with super-
stitions can be seen in ‘Tess'. Malgudi's persons also are superstitious
and closely adhere to age old customs and traditions. An account is
also given of the jealousies and rivalries as that between Margayya and
his brothers family who as his next door neighbours. Margayya performs
Jap and Puja and secures the favour of goddess Laxmi. So religion
element is also found in this novel. As the same in ‘Tess’, we find
element of religions. Angel Clare’s family is the most clear symbol of
Hardy's views on religion. Hardy has painted a very noble picture of
Angel’s father, Rev—James Clare, the parson, of Emminister, not that he
did not have his faults yet he and his wife were noble Christian souls
deserving our deferential admiration.

Hardy developed fully English country in his novels, similarly,
Narayan also has showed Indianess in his novels. Narayan is a novelist
in the Indian tradition and his novels including “The Financial Expert’
are the western art form. Narayan’s Indianness is further seen in various
other ways which may be summarized. He has a great regard for family
ties and the family living.

‘We also get interesting glimpses of Indian social and political life
and the extreme poverty and ignorance of the Indian masses. Regional
effects can be seen also taking money out of collection for the disposal
of an unclaimed dead body. The corrupt features of politics like pre
election promises. Municipal officials come to repair the drain only
during pre, election days with an eye on the votes there and never
come against to keep their promises.

Hence, It may be concluded that regional aspects make a consid-
erable imaginative step in their understanding of eternal landscapes with
the mighty pen of Thomas Hardy and R. K. Narayan. &
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Since times iImmemori

The | re fighting to set themselves free
X : € Teminists are making their protest against
the legal, social and €Conomic restriction i i g ial rights
of women. After the suffra S being laid on the essential g

gists won the vote for American women in 1920,

;hgeégiswas SRS Sl @ ré-awakening of the feminist feelings in the

(a) the principle that women should have political rights equai to
those of men; (b) the movement to win such rights for women.

_ Truly speaking, feminism is a philosophy which ultimately aims at
placing women in a true and just perspective. Feminism shouldn’t be
confined to the advocacy of the rights of women whereas it refers to an
intense awareness and interest in feminine issues and problems. Feminism
is not merely a belief system rather it needs action so as to achieve
women’s liberation. Femi

nism is a political movement which aims at chang-
ing the existing. power relations between women and men in the society.
In her book THE SECOND SEX' Simone de Beauvoir writes as :-

“The terms masculine and feminine are used s

ymmetrically only as a
matter of form, as on legal papers.

In actuality, the relation of the two
sexes is not quite like that of two electrical poles, for man represents both

the positive and the neutral, and is indicated by the common use of man
to designate human beings in general;

where as woman represents only
the negative, defined by limiting criteria, without reciprocity ............ A man
is in the night in being a man; it is the woman who is in the wrong. It

amounts to this : just as for the ancients there was an absolute vertical

with reference to which the oblique was defined, so there was an absolute
human type, the masculine”.

Shobha De burst upon the literary scene in 1988 with her.novem like

m ‘Socialite Evenings’, ‘Starry Nights’, ‘Sisters’., ‘Strange Obsession’, ‘Sultry

dr Days’ and ‘Snapshots’. Shobha De also claims to be “among the first to

€xplore the world of urban women in India”. She posseses a deep

[l Understanding ‘of the psyche of urban women and their problems. She

Y raises the feminist issues to shatter patriarchal hegemony. Her female
o
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cha_racters are deliberately eager to challenge the moral orthodoxy ang
social taboos. Her explosive novel ‘Snapshots' is essentially a feminist
work which centres round the lives of six women ‘— Aparna, Rashmi, Swati
Reema, Noor and Surekha who were friends during their school days ai
Sar!ta Maria High School. All of them come from the upper strata of the
society. In the course of the novel, we find that through their conversation
and behaviour, Shobha De throws light on the predicament of the arrivg]
Of. the new woman in India. However, Shobha De's women have come up
with an intense awareness of gender roles and gender identity as wel|
Shobha De strongly rejects the very idea of women being tutored to think
that silence is the best path. She writes -

“Eventually, every relationship is a power struggle either on an overt
or subliminal level .............. control over the situation has been a male
prerogative over the centuries. Women’s destinies have been determined
largely in that context alone ................. Itis time they were made aware of
their own potential and power. Shakti needs to be harnessed, directed and
exploited for the furtherance of overall human development. The very
concept of the sexes locked in eternal battle is negative and destructive
................... when one talks of shakti unleashed, one also remembers the
two connotations of Shakti - the destructive avtaar is as potent as the
creative one. It is in maintaining the state of equilibrium between these two
opposing forces that can lead to creative and dynamic harmony .....................
Men will have to come to terms with woman power.”

In ‘Snapshots’, so far as the equation of power is concered,
Champabai, the brothel owner tells Rashmi :—“Never give yourself to any
man for free. You know why? Men don't value anything they get so easily.
That's why we are here to satisfy their lust, not for sex but power. Power
over women. Power over us ................. you and me. If they buy you sex
pay for you, they feel like kings. Give it to them with love for nothing and
they'll kick you in the gut”

Apart from an intense awareness of gender identity, we even find
glimpses of the economic aspects of power struggle in ‘Snapshots’. The
talk of women’s liberation is futile and incomplete without their economic
independence. Aparna is a corporate woman. Swati and Rashmi lead a
liberated’ life only because they are economically independent. All the six
women seem to have realized that financial independence is must.

Shobha De’s women characters regard marriage simply to be a
convenient contract to lead a comfortable life which can be terminated at
any time. In this context, Shobha De writes -

“The terms underlying marriage have ................. — been rede- | -
fined in recent times. With some amount of economic freedom, women

have changed the basic rules somewhat. If self-sufficient woman with a
roof over her chooses to marry, it is because she wants to share her I!fe
with someone in the fullest sense, not because she is looking for a life |
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morality and chastity. It's pathetic.”
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long meal ticket. Divorce, too, has got to be viewed in this light. A woman

of independent means is not compelled to perpetuate a bad marriage
because she has no where else to go.”

In the novel, Reema and Surekha, had ‘arranged marriages’, Swati

and Apama are divorcees. Swati and her husband, “led separate but
friendly lives

..................... we loved each other dearly but we lead strictly
individual lives ”

Aparna is not ready to marry again at any cost and she hates the
very word ‘husband’. Noor is a charming young maiden who dies unmar-
ried at the

. end of the novel. There lies no question of constancy and
devotion in marriage for these women. Reema maintains —

_f‘l_magine not knowing any other body, any other feeling, any other
sensation, forever sounds terrible. Like eating dal-chawal, day in and day
out.” '

Shobha De maintains that sex is a beautiful necessity. She writes :—

Sex is no longer the most dreaded and despised three letter word
in India, is enough cause to celebrate.”

The women in

‘Snapshots’ talk and practise sex very normally with
perfect ease. They r

eject all the sexual taboos. Rashmi says -

“That mediocre women make use of sex as a bait, the shrewd ones
hold their men and keep them enslaved.”

Women like Swati celebrate their sexuality ................. “We rejoice in
our sexuality,” says she, we don’t supress it. We don't dismiss it. We don't
find it dirty. Sex doesn’t threaten us. | am not afraid to f

uck. | feel sorry
for all you women hanging on so des

perately to outdated ideas of purity,

‘Women like Surekha and Reema deal with the plight of the ne-
glected wife. Reema’s husband iiavi, “was indifferent to his wife's disap-
pointments and longings most of the time. It was when they impinged on
his life and made him miserable that he felt drawn into her world.”

Their relationship lacks warmth and excitement. The married life of
Surekha is very .much similar to that of Reema’s. Surekha “hated having
sex with her husband............... detested every coupling”.

She would often say -

“What is there? It doesnt cost me anything? | open my legs me-
chanically and stare at the clock on the wail across the bed. It's all over
in about six to eight minutes”

Thus we find that Shobha De has touched upon the varied aspects
of the life and plight of an urban class women. @
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Emerson As Hero and His Hero-Worship : A Brief Note
~ M. Lalita Singh

Part Time Lecturer, Department of English

F.O. Matthiessen, Perry Miller, Sherman Paul, Bliss Perry, Ralph Rusk,
Floyd Stovall, O. W. Holmes and others regard Ralph Waldo Emerson an
‘American scholar in the ieal sense. Most of his lectures are still admired by
the scholars all over the world as they have stood the test of time and place.
As a thinker he accepted the lofty thoughts of his predecessors and yet
remained original. He felt no shame in accepting the influence of various
Greek, Roman, French, German and British writers as imitation is no crime
to him. The Vedads, the Puranas, The Gita and other Indian books inspired
him to lead a simple life as a yogi. As every generation has its own share
for the betterment of society. As a scholar, he remains ‘the whole man’ and
not a mere preacher. As the material pursuits of life had no attraction for
him. He meditated |ike Buddha and delivered lectures on Beauty, Heroism,
Experience, Love, Compensntion. Self Reliance, The Over-Soul, etc. and
accepted the dignity of man as man. He is always thoughtful, wise and
prudent and should not be run down as a mere intellectual dealing with
abstract and vague topics. Like Wordsworth, Thoreau, Arnold etc. he felt
communion with Nature and felt deligthted in the accumulation of facts.

O. W. Holmes regarded Emerson an active soul who could analyse the
mystery of ‘intellect and ‘spirit of man. He felt interested in the life and
works of this noble writer and hence wrote his biography to highiight the
various aspects of his personality and words. Nobody has impartially analysed
this biography of Emerson so far and hence an effort is being made to
critically analyse the approach of O. W. Holmes towards Emerson. Does he
advertise the principles of Emerson? Does he reach the depth of his
thoughts? Is Emerson really interested in learning something from Plato,
Montaigne, Shakespeare, Milton, Swendenborg, Thoreau etc.? How does he
feel indebted to the ancient Indian classics? What is the net result of his
moments of solitude? How did he assert the need of Beauty, Truth, Virtue,
Intellect and other noble qualities for a decent life? Is he really a man of
action? Of course, Emerson, like Thoreau, practised whatever he prescribed
for others.

This learned scholar had a lot of thought to share with the readihg
.public and yet had no sense of pride about his lectures, essays, poems and
biographical sketches (Known as Representative Men). The aim of this brief
note is to establish the reputation of Emerson’s biography writeen by O. W.
Holmes. Secondly, an effort is to be made to evaluate Emerson’'s major
biographical essays. As a scholar, Emerson had the courage to speak freely
at every place and it was due to his freedom from fear.’
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TheE%Literary Association : Department of English

ANNUAL REPORT
Ma. Lalita Slzwyna,

Secretary,
The English Literary Association
Department of English

emic standards among the students of P. G. classes
liter » English department has organized seminars and
ASSgCWja{ieasts throughout the year under the banner of the English Literary
5 aSSG‘g'_ﬂ.t‘Our Hg:-ad of the Department, Dr. Vikas Sharma is the patron of
Ssociatio'a on. Thls Very year on 2nd December 2006, the English Literary
n Organised %ne day symposium on the topic entitled ‘Influence of
: N on Romantic Poertry’. Dr. A. K. Singh member of U. P.

M . ry gn,
th%df;)éirgslk ShlkSh?. Seva Chayan Board, Allahabad was the Chief Guest on
thought. l0n. He inaugrated the Literary Poster Exhibition and delivered a
Provoking lecture on the same topic. Dr. Ajay Sharma, Reader and

- To promote acag
"€search scholars

: » Department of Hindi, R. S. S P.G)
Pilkhuwa (Ghaziabad) was th : S. (P.G.) College,

On 20th December 2006, the department again organised a ‘Cultural
Meet' for the students of P. G Classes. Dr. C. P Gupta, Principal of the
college, inaugrated this Cultural Meet by candle lighting.

On 13th February 2007, the department a
Carnival — 2007 under the banner of the English Literary Association. The
theme of this Literary Carnival — 2007 was “Indian and Westermn Aesthetic
Thinking”. Professor S. K. Sharma, Department of English, Gurukul Kangri
University, Haridwar was the Chief Guest in this Camnival. This day was

m memorable for all of us, as on this day we had the releasing ceremony of
Gl Dr. Vikas Sharma’s book entitled “Treatment of History in Indian English
ar Novels”.

We hope that in coming years the department would touch new
PJJ academic heights. P

gain organised a Literary

C| (104)



PROGRESS REPORT — Department of PhysiE:E

Dr. A. K. Sharma

Reader & Head, Department of Physics

U. G.classes are running from 1969 & P. G. classes
in the department started from 1998 under self-finance
scheme & the classes were given permanent affiliation
in year 2006. The department. was recongised as
research centre in the year 2004 and to the credit of
the department about ten research scholars have ap-
plied for registration in Ph. D. under the supervision of
Dr. A. K. Sharma, Reader & Head, Department of
Physics & Dr. R. S. Upadhyay, Reader, Department of
Physics. Both of us have research publications in
Indian and International journals of repute. Our student
Charu Varshney topped in whole of C.C. S. University,
Meerut in year 2005 in the examination of M.Sc.
(Physics). In B.Sc., every year our students stand
under first ten ranks in university merit list. We have
sufficient lab facilities in U.G. & P.G. classes. The
contribution of Dr. G. P. Gupta, formerly Head of the
Department can not be forgotten who retired in June
2000. Our U. G. students have been selected for M. C.
A. Vanasthali & our student Miss. Richa Garg has
been selected by Software Multinational Company
WIPRO for training & job opportunities both. &
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